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Z r A q M A h  

The Honorable Michael Powell 
Chairman 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street. S.W. 
Washington. D.C. 20554 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

The Federal Communications Commission t Commission 1 h s  a panopi!. of rules governing 
the ownership of U.S. broadcasr propenits. Thss- ruies - in  pamcular rhe nationa! tclcvision 
ownership cap, h e  newspaperhroadcasi s m o n  and c3bIf Croxias :  starion cross-o\\ncrship mules 
-were born at a time when only three major nerworh-s dornifiated broadcasting and 3 timc \r.hcrc 
there were far fewer electronic media outlets and 3 real necd tcl increase Ihc divcrsrty of \.icwpoinrs. 

' While Congress cenainly has an interesr in promoting ai!crs!i> in the media markctplacr. the 
increasingly competitive nature of that markctplacc - in paniculx.  thc csplosion of media outlets 
resulting from the growth of cable. satellite. Ihr In t rze t  m a  ~ : k  forms of media -- necessiwtes a 
fundamenral r e - e ~ ~ ~ a t ~ o n o f t h e c o n t ~ ~ n ~  vdidir? o: inc ;Isurnpiions undrrlyin_r rhesc broadcast 
ownership rules. and the rules themselves. \\.e are pmiculxl!. concerned that the perpetuation of 
rules enacted to a media marketplace long gone-b? ma? have the ciiect o! no longcr promoting 
diversiy. Instead. they may have the effecr ofrn\vmin_r tie p w i h  m d  comperirivcncss o f  free. 
over-the-air broadcasters. especially vis-a-vls pz! :clevIson stnices. whicn l ice vinudly no 
government-imposed limits on their abilir! IO grmv 2nd compete i n  an increasingly glohal 
marketplace. 

There are rwo means by which thc C i ~ r n n i i ~ i ~ c ~ n  c w ! ?  aicimiplish tixis rcvieu. First. i t  could 
initiate anew. formal rulemaking proceedin? 3 d & x r n ~  h e x  TC~;:, cumprehensivel! . Alternatively. 
Section ZO?(h) ofthe 1996 Act requires rh;. Ccmmissior. r L l  :;.\ i t s  Llnntrshlp rdts  hicnnially 10 
"determine whether any of such mlrs a x  n c c r i s q  lr. tile public inis:-si 3s I ~ L '  rcsuli of 
competition." We are quite pleased that you rx;.ntl! rcsiificd h::orc hi. Huusc Tclucumnlunica:r~~ns 
and Internet Subcommittee that you consider this ei;!iumon io hc an "uhligauon'. and that yc.u are 
commined IO undenaking a serious rcvicrv of thc rcg~ la rop  srandards -- withoui prcsupposing thc 
outcome -- to rcspond IO changes in 1b.c brozacm indus t? .  I n  1b.c cvent ths Ih: Con:m!ss;on 
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chooses not to initiate the formal rulernaltin~ requesred above. reques; that the Commission 
accelemte the timetable within which ir is going to iniuate its biennial review process pursuan: t u  

Section 202(h). 

The Commission'srdes musr reflecr loday's world. nor that offi5y years ago. They should 
recognize the growth in the number and \.ariety of media ourlers in the  media markerpixe. s \wII 

significant efficiencies and public senice benefirs h a t  can he obtained from joinr osnersnip. .Ai 
the Same time. the Commission's rules musr reflecr rhe continuing goals of ensuring diversin and 
localism and guarding against undue concenrration of economic power in the mxicerp!acc. R! 
agreeing 10 undertake either one ofthe abo\'e-requesred actions. th? Commission \\-odd dcnionsu3r: 
its determination that the broadcast o\snership rules be modernized I O  enable more robusr 
competirion in the marketplace. 

We look fonvard to working with you on this and mzny orher issues of impon and thank you 
for your anticipated cooperation with this reques!. 

Sincerely. 

Chairman Charman 
Committee on Energy and Commerce Subcommilrer on Telecommunications and 

rhe lnrerner 

cc: 
The Honorable John D. Dingell. Ranking Mcrnbcr 
Committee on Energy and Commerce 

The Honorable Ed Markey. Ranking Member 
Subcommittee on Telecommunications and the lntemer 


